
 
 

 

NON-OBSERVANCE OF MAXIMS AND THE 

IMPLICATURE IN SHANG-CHI AND THE LEGEND 

OF THE TEN RINGS MOVIE 

 

AN UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

Presented to Widya Kartika University Surabaya in Partial Fulfillment of the 

Requirements for the Degree of Sarjana Sastra 

 

By 

Medlin Bulain  

61419024  

 

ADVISORS: 

Yulius Kurniawan, S.Pd., M.Pd 

Endar Rachmawaty Linuwih, S. Hum., M.Pd 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LETTERS AND LANGUAGE 

EDUCATION 

WIDYA KARTIKA UNIVERSITY 

SURABAYA 

2023 



v 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT  

 

In the first place, I would like to thank the Lord Jesus Christ for His mercy and 

unconditional love so that I can write and complete this thesis properly and at the 

appropriate time. In addition, I would also like to express my gratitude to those 

who surrounded me and helped me in completing this thesis: 

1. I would like to express my gratitude toward my parents who have supported 

me through my education journey. May God always provide them with love 

and health.  

2. I would like to express my deepest gratitude towards my siblings, who helped 

me emotionally in finishing this thesis. Thank you for the wise words and 

harsh facts that encourage me to finish this thesis as well as I possibly can.  

3. I would like to express my gratitude to Mr. Yulius Kurniawan S.Pd., M. Pd as 

the first advisor and Ms. Endar Rachmawaty Linuwih, S.Hum., M.Pd as my 

second advisor who sincerely helped and guided me in completing this thesis 

from the very beginning until the end of this thesis journey.  

4. I would like to show my gratitude to all English students in batch 19; 

Marciella, Christine, Lala, Vanessa, Nella, Aileen, Theresia, Gaby, Stevani, 

Susan, Roni, Juan, Dito, and Donny. Thank you for the up and down we go 

through together as a team and classmates in this university life. I would also 

like to say thank you for the support and to always cheer each other up in 

finishing the thesis. May God always bless all of you.  

5. I would like to thank other lecturers and people at Widya Kartika University 

whom I cannot mention one by one. Thank you for all the helps and friendly 

gesture and words since the first day of the university.  



vi 
 

In the end, I am well aware that this thesis is far from perfect. Therefore, it will be 

a pleasure to receive criticism and suggestions that can help improve this thesis 

better. Moreover, I hope that everyone who reads this thesis can get insight and 

knowledge. Thank you. 

Surabaya, 26 July 2023  

 
Medlin Bulain 



vii 
 

Universitas Widya Kartika  

ABSTRACT 

 

Medlin, (2023) The Non-observance of Maxim and The Implicature in Shang-Chi and 

The Legend of The Ten Rings Movie. S1. Thesis. English Department. Widya 

Kartika University. Surabaya. Advisor I: Yulius Kurniawan, S.Pd., M.PD.; 

Advisor II: Endar Rachmawaty Luniwuh, S. Hum., M. Pd.  

According to Grice (1975), the effectiveness of conversation relies on the cooperative 

principle, which involves participants making efforts to contribute relevant and 

informative messages and it is essential. However, the speaker often does not fulfill the 

maxim in conversation whether it is consciously or unconsciously due to various factors.  

This study aims to investigate the non-observance of maxim and the implicature in 

Shang-Chi and The Legend of The Ten Rings movie. According to Grice (1975), there 

are 4 types of non-observance of maxims: flouting, violating, opting out, and infringing 

the maxim and Thomas (2013) proposed another type of non-observance of the maxim 

which is suspending the maxim. Moreover, the non-observance of the maxims is result in 

implicature. This research is analyzed by using the qualitative descriptive design. The 

data of this research is the utterances of the characters. The result of this research shows 

that the characters do not observe the maxim by dominantly flouting the maxim with 24 

occurrences, then followed by violating the maxim with 12 occurrences, opting out with 5 

times occurrences, and the last one is infringing the maxim with 4 times occurrences 
They use implicature often to get what they want without looking desperate to get it, 

protect their ego, being polite in expressing their opinion and desire, emphasize a point 

without appearing impolite or assertive, and skilfully guide others to believe to what they 

said and command other through indirect suggestions. 

Keywords: Non-observance of maxim, Implicature, Pragmatic   
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