
 

 

 

 

GRIEF CAUSED BY WAR IN “MIEKO AND THE FIFTH 

TREASURE” BY ELEANOR COERR 

 

 

AN UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

Presented to Widya Kartika University Surabaya in Partial Fulfilment of the 

Requirements for the Degree of English Literature Bachelor 

 

By: 

Tan Theresia Muharto Haryono 

61419003 

 

 

ADVISOR: 

Yohanes Kurniawan Winardi, S.S., M.Pd 

NIP. 614/04.84/11.17/143 

 

Yulius Kurniawan, S.Pd, M.Pd. 

NIP. 007/07.78/10.07/910 

 

 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LETTERS AND LANGUAGE EDUCATION 

WIDYA KARTIKA UNIVERSITY 

SURABAYA 

2023

https://skpi.widyakartika.ac.id/


UNIVERSITAS WIDYA KARTIKA v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

In this acknowledgment, the writer would like to thank Jesus Christ for His Grace 

and Blessings which reinforced and empowered the writer to finish this thesis well. 

 

The writer also wished to express my deepest gratitude and appreciation to all those 

who have supported and contributed to the completion of this thesis. Without their 

guidance, encouragement, and assistance, this research would not have been 

successful. The writer would gladly share thanks to: 

 

1. Mr. Yohanes Kurniawan Winardi S.S., M.Pd., as the writer’s first advisor 

of this thesis. The writer is indebted to Mr. Yohanes’s invaluable guidance 

and expertise throughout the entire process. The insightful comments, 

constructive criticism, and continuous encouragement have truly played a 

vital role in shaping this thesis. 

 

2. Mr. Yulius Kurniawan, S.Pd, M.Pd., as the writer’s academic advisor and 

second advisor of this thesis. The writer is also indebted to Mr. Yulius’s 

invaluable guidance and help throughout the whole semester until this thesis 

was written. Your dedication to teaching and research has greatly enriched 

and aided the writer’s educational experience until the end. 

 

3. The lecturers of the English Department team, (Dr. Eka Fadilah, S.S., 

M.Pd.; Endar Rachmawaty Linuwih, S.Hum., M.Pd.; Dr. Nopita 

Trihastutie, S.S., M.A.; Stefanus Rudyanto, S.S., M.Hum.; Maria 

Tirtaningrum, S.S., M.Pd.; Ika Destina Puspita, S.S., M.A.; Antaresa 

Pritadevi, S.S, M.Pd.) for the time, expertise, and valuable feedback over 

the entire semester. 

 

4. All of the writer’s classmates from English Department Batch 2019, 

especially Juan Stefanus for your support and encouragement throughout 



UNIVERSITAS WIDYA KARTIKA vi 

the writer’s academic journey. Thank you for the precious time and 

motivation that all of you have given while facing many tough challenges 

together. 

 

5. All the staff of Widya Kartika University, whose resources, facilities, and 

administrative support have been indispensable in facilitating the smooth 

progress of this research. Every dedication and commitment to fostering an 

environment of learning and intellectual growth are deeply appreciated. 

 

6. The writer’s family members for their unwavering love, understanding, and 

encouragement throughout this endeavor. Their constant belief in my 

abilities and unwavering support have provided me with the strength and 

motivation to persevere. 

 

Lastly, the writer would also like to express my gratitude to all the researchers, 

scholars, and individuals whose work has laid the foundation for this study. Their 

contributions to the field have been instrumental in shaping the direction and scope 

of this research. 

 

In all aspects of life, the writer extended the sincerest appreciation to all those who 

have contributed to the successful completion of this thesis. All of your support, 

guidance, and encouragement have been invaluable and unforgettable for the writer. 

Therefore, the writer is truly grateful for your presence in this academic journey. 

 

 

 

The Writer 

 

 

Tan Theresia Muharto H.



UNIVERSITAS WIDYA KARTIKA vii 

ABSTRACT 

 

Haryono, Tan Theresia Muharto. 2023. Grief Caused by War in “Mieko and the 

Fifth Treasure” by Eleanor Coerr. S1. Thesis. English Department. Faculty of 

Letters and Language Education. Widya Kartika University. Surabaya. 

Advisor I: Yohanes Kurniawan Winardi S.S., M.Pd. Advisor II: Yulius 

Kurniawan, S.Pd, M.Pd. 

 

This study is built upon the analysis of “Mieko and the Fifth Treasure” by 

Eleanor Coerr, a work of literature that addresses different post-war reactions 

in children. This study aimed to discover the changes caused by World War 

II towards Mieko and her ways in coping with those changes, by making use 
of the theory of grief postulated by David Kessler and Kübler-Ross (2005; 

2019). This research employed descriptive-interpretive qualitative and online 

library approaches to analyze the data. The data is collected from the narration 

of all characters and the author’s image in describing the changes in the main 

character, Mieko. The findings revealed that at first, Mieko’s response in 

handling the aftermath of the war was completely negative. She became 

desperate to do calligraphy because of the condition of her hand. However, in 

the end, Mieko realized that she needed to cool off from those negativities by 

believing that there was always someone nearby to support her and help her 

find again her lost hope in calligraphy. The meaning behind this study was to 

share the importance of providing psychological support for those who have 

experienced the grief of war within personal or social life. 

 

Keywords: Grief, War 
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