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ABSTRACT

Buntoro, Ruth Shieren. 2024. Moral Ambiguity in ‘Where the Crawdads Sing’
Novel: A Freudian Psychoanalysis. S1. Thesis. English Department. Faculty
of Letters and Language Education. Widya Kartika University. Surabaya.
Advisor I: Dr. Nopita Trihastutie S.S., M.A Advisor Il: Yohanes Kurniawan
Winardi S.S., M.Pd.

This research aims to analyze the main character's psyche elements and moral
ambiguity, especially Kya, via the perspective of Delia Owens’s novel
"Where the Crawdads Sing". It applies Sigmund Freud’s theory to understand
better Kya’s psyche elements and transformations which lead to her moral
ambiguity. This research applied descriptive qualitative and online library
methods. The findings show that Kya’s moral ambiguity occurred when her
psyche elements dominated, leading to inconsistency and ambiguity. It
underlines the necessity of psychological issues for those dealing with trauma
and past lives which are recorded in their psyche elements. In conclusion,
moral ambiguity causes a characteristic imbalance between the protagonist

and antagonist, and the main character’s actions are inconsistent.

Keywords: Moral Ambiguity, Freudian Psychoanalysis, Freudian Psyche
Elements
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