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ABSTRACT 

 

Buntoro, Ruth Shieren. 2024. Moral Ambiguity in ‘Where the Crawdads Sing’ 

Novel: A Freudian Psychoanalysis. S1. Thesis. English Department. Faculty 

of Letters and Language Education. Widya Kartika University. Surabaya. 

Advisor I: Dr. Nopita Trihastutie S.S., M.A Advisor II: Yohanes Kurniawan 

Winardi S.S., M.Pd. 

 

This research aims to analyze the main character's psyche elements and moral 

ambiguity, especially Kya, via the perspective of Delia Owens’s novel 

"Where the Crawdads Sing". It applies Sigmund Freud’s theory to understand 

better Kya’s psyche elements and transformations which lead to her moral 

ambiguity. This research applied descriptive qualitative and online library 

methods. The findings show that Kya’s moral ambiguity occurred when her 

psyche elements dominated, leading to inconsistency and ambiguity. It 

underlines the necessity of psychological issues for those dealing with trauma 

and past lives which are recorded in their psyche elements. In conclusion, 

moral ambiguity causes a characteristic imbalance between the protagonist 

and antagonist, and the main character’s actions are inconsistent. 

 

Keywords: Moral Ambiguity, Freudian Psychoanalysis, Freudian Psyche 

Elements 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNIVERSITAS WIDYA KARTIKA vii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

 

ORISINALITY STATEMENT AND PUBLICITY APPROVAL PAGE........ ii 

THESIS VALIDATION PAGE ........................................................................ iii 

THESIS DEFENSE APPROVAL PAGE......................................................... iv 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ................................................................................. v 

ABSTRACT ...................................................................................................... vi 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ................................................................................. vii 

LIST OF APPENDICES .................................................................................. ix 

CHAPTER I ....................................................................................................... 1 

1.1 BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY .......................................... 1 

1.2 STATEMENTS OF THE PROBLEMS ..................................... 5 

1.3 OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY ............................................... 6 

1.4 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY ........................................... 6 

1.5 SCOPE AND LIMITATION ..................................................... 6 

1.6 DEFINITION OF KEY TERMS ............................................... 7 
1.6.1 MORAL AMBIGUITY ................................................................................................... 7 
1.6.2 FREUDIAN PSYCHOANALYSIS ...................................................................................... 7 
1.6.3 FREUDIAN PSYCHE ELEMENTS .................................................................................... 7 

1.7 APPROACH AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK .............. 7 

1.8 RESEARCH METHOD ............................................................ 8 
1.8.1 DATA SOURCE ............................................................................................................ 9 
1.8.2 PROCEDURE OF DATA COLLECTION .......................................................................... 10 
1.8.3 PROCEDURE OF DATA ANALYSIS ............................................................................... 11 

CHAPTER II ................................................................................................... 14 

2.1 PSYCHOANALYSIS PERSPECTIVE IN LITERARY WORKS

 14 

2.2 MORALITY IN PSYCHOANALYSIS PERSPECTIVE ......... 15 

2.3 ID, EGO, AND SUPER-EGO ................................................. 16 

2.4 MORALITY AND ID, EGO, SUPER-EGO 

INTERRELATEDNESS ............................................................... 18 

2.5 MORAL AMBIGUITY ........................................................... 19 



UNIVERSITAS WIDYA KARTIKA viii 

2.6 PREVIOUS STUDIES ............................................................ 21 
2.6.1 DEFINING GOOD OR BAD AS MORAL AMBIGUITY IN IDENTITY THEORIES ............. 21 
2.6.2 NON-HUMAN CHARACTER AS A SYMBOL OF MORAL AMBIGUITY IN NEW CRITICISM 

THEORY ............................................................................................................... 23 
2.6.3 CONCEPTUAL MORAL AMBIGUITY FRAMEWORK ................................................. 24 

CHAPTER III .................................................................................................. 27 

3.1 FINDINGS .............................................................................. 27 
3.1.1 PSYCHE ELEMENTS PORTRAYAL ........................................................................... 28 
3.1.2 PORTRAYAL OF THE MORAL AMBIGUITY THROUGH THE MAIN CHARACTER’S PSYCHE 

ELEMENTS ........................................................................................................... 39 

3.2 DISCUSSION ......................................................................... 49 
3.2.1 THE PORTRAYAL OF ID, EGO, AND SUPER-EGO IN THE NOVEL “Where the Crawdads 

Sing” ................................................................................................................... 50 
3.2.1 THE DOMINANCE OF PSYCHE ELEMENTS IN THE NOVEL “Where the Crawdads Sing” 

AFFECTED THE MAIN CHARACTER’S MORAL AMBIGUITY ...................................... 52 

CHAPTER IV .................................................................................................. 56 

REFERENCES ................................................................................................ 58 

APPENDICES.................................................................................................. 61 

LEMBAR KONSULTASI BIMBINGAN SKRIPSI/TUGAS AKHIR .......... 65 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNIVERSITAS WIDYA KARTIKA ix 

 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

 

Appendix 1. Where the Crawdads Sing Novel Synopsis ..................................... 60 

Appendix 2. Biography of the Author ................................................................ 61 


	ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
	ABSTRACT
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	LIST OF APPENDICES

