
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LANGUAGE AND POWER: PRESIDENT JOKO WIDODO’S 2014 & 2019 

INAUGURATION SPEECH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AN UNDERGRADUATE THESIS 

Presented to Widya Kartika University Surabaya in Partial Fulfillment of the 

Requirements for the Degree of English Literature Bachelor 
 

 
 
 
 
 

By: 

Anastasia Michelle Sindhunatha 

61421005 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ADVISORS: 

Dr. Eka Fadilah, S.S., M.Pd 

NIP. 612/03.81/09.10/966 

 
Yulius Kurniawan, S.Pd., M.Pd 

NIP. 007/07.78/01.10/910 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF LETTERS & LANGUAGE EDUCATION 

WIDYA KARTIKA UNIVERSITY 
 

 
 

SURABAYA 

2025



5 
UNIVERSITAS WIDYA KARTIKA 

 

 
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

 

 
 
 
 

Firstly, I would like to thank everyone who has been part of this journey 

and made the completion of this thesis proposal possible. All praise and gratitude 

go to my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, whose endless grace, strength, and blessings 

have guided me through every step of this process. 

 

This   thesis   proposal,   titled   "Language   and   Power:   President   Joko 

Widodo’s 2014 & 2019 Inauguration Speech", could not have been completed 

without   the   constant   support,   encouragement,   and   guidance   from   many 

individuals.  Therefore,  with  sincerity  and  deep  appreciation,  I  would  like  to 

express my gratitude: 

 

1. To  my  advisors,  Dr.  Eka  Fadilah,  S.S., M.Pd and Yulius Kurniawan, 

S.Pd., M.Pd, thank you for your valuable feedback, academic guidance, 

and constant patience. I am grateful for your time and commitment in 

helping me refine and structure my ideas. 

 

2. To my beloved family, who have stood by me with love, prayers, and 

unwavering support    from    the    beginning.    Thank    you   for   the 

encouragement, the strength, and the belief that I could complete this. 

 

3. To  my  dearest  husband,  Antonius  Setiadi,  thank  you  for  being  my 

strongest supporter and greatest comfort. Your patience, love, and faith in 

me kept me going even in moments of self-doubt. 

 

4. To all lecturers in the English Department of Widya Kartika University, 

thank you for the guidance, knowledge, and inspiration you have shared 

with me over the years. 

 

5. To my fellow classmates in the English Department, thank you for the 

laughs, teamwork, and encouragement through all the ups and downs of 

campus life. You made this journey bearable and meaningful.



 

 

6. To   the  administrative  staff  and  academic  team  at  Widya  Kartika 

University, thank you for providing the tools, space, and support system 

necessary  to complete this thesis. Your help, though often behind the 

scenes, has been greatly appreciated. 

 

7. To  all the scholars, writers, and researchers whose work inspired and 

supported this study — thank you for lighting the path ahead of me with 

your intellectual contributions. 

 

To everyone else who has, in one way or another, touched my life and 

supported me in this journey please know that your kindness and encouragement 

will never be forgotten. 

 

"For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper 

you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future." - Jeremiah 29:11 

 
 
 
 

The Writer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Anastasia Michelle Sindhunatha 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

VI 
UNIVERSITAS WIDYA KARTIKA



 

 
ABSTRACT 

 
 

 
Anastasia  Michelle  Sindhunatha.  2025.  Language and  Power:  President  Joko 

Widodo’s  2014  &  2019  Inauguration  Speech.  English Department. Faculty of 

Letters and Language Education. Widya Kartika University. 

 
This study explores how language is employed to construct and exercise 

political power in President Joko Widodo’s 2014 and 2019 inauguration speeches. 

Utilizing Norman Fairclough’s three-dimensional model of Critical Discourse 

Analysis—which includes textual analysis, discursive practice, and social 

practice—the research examines rhetorical strategies, thematic emphases, and 

linguistic choices within each speech. The study is qualitative in nature, relying on 

close reading and discourse analysis to identify patterns of meaning, ideology, and 

power embedded in the speeches. Four key aspects are analyzed: expressions of 

power and authority, inclusive versus exclusive language, shifts in policy 

messaging, and rhetorical adaptation to evolving sociopolitical conditions. The 

findings reveal that Jokowi’s 2014 speech emphasizes a populist and inclusive 

tone rooted in unity, cultural identity, and collective effort. Conversely, his 2019 

speech adopts a more technocratic and results-oriented approach, stressing 

institutional  reform  and  productivity. This discursive evolution highlights how 

political language adapts to maintain legitimacy and reflect changing governance 

priorities. The study contributes to understanding language as a social practice in 

shaping leadership identity, constructing authority, and signaling ideological 

transitions in Indonesia’s political landscape. 

 
Keywords:  discourse  analysis,  political  speech,  Joko  Widodo,  language  and 

power, rhetoric, Indonesia 
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ABSTRAK 

 
 

 
Anastasia Michelle Sindhunatha. 2025. Bahasa dan Kekuasaan: Pidato Inaugurasi 

Presiden  Joko  Widodo  Tahun  2014  &  2019.  Program  Studi  Sastra  Inggris. 

Fakultas Sastra dan Pendidikan Bahasa. Universitas Widya Kartika. 

 
Penelitian ini mengeksplorasi bagaimana bahasa digunakan untuk 

membangun dan menjalankan kekuasaan politik dalam pidato pelantikan Presiden 

Joko Widodo tahun 2014 dan 2019. Dengan menggunakan model tiga dimensi 

Analisis Wacana Kritis (AWK) dari Norman Fairclough—yang mencakup analisis 

tekstual, praktik wacana, dan praktik sosial—penelitian ini menganalisis strategi 

retoris, penekanan tematik, dan pilihan kebahasaan dalam masing-masing pidato. 

Penelitian ini bersifat kualitatif dengan pendekatan deskriptif-analitis, melalui 

pembacaan  dekat  dan  analisis  wacana  untuk  mengidentifikasi  pola  makna, 

ideologi, dan relasi kuasa yang terkandung dalam teks. Empat aspek utama yang 

dianalisis meliputi: ekspresi kekuasaan dan otoritas, penggunaan bahasa inklusif 

dan eksklusif, pergeseran pesan kebijakan, serta adaptasi retoris terhadap 

perubahan kondisi sosiopolitik. Temuan menunjukkan bahwa pidato tahun 2014 

menonjolkan nada populis dan inklusif yang berakar pada semangat persatuan, 

identitas budaya, dan kerja kolektif. Sebaliknya, pidato tahun 2019 menunjukkan 

pendekatan yang lebih teknokratis dan berorientasi pada hasil, dengan penekanan 

pada reformasi institusi dan produktivitas. Evolusi diskursif ini menegaskan 

bagaimana bahasa politik beradaptasi untuk mempertahankan legitimasi dan 

mencerminkan prioritas pemerintahan yang berubah. Studi ini memberikan 

kontribusi dalam memahami bahasa sebagai praktik sosial dalam pembentukan 

identitas kepemimpinan, konstruksi otoritas, dan penanda transisi ideologis dalam 

lanskap politik Indonesia. 

 
Kata kunci: analisis wacana, pidato politik, Joko Widodo, bahasa dan kekuasaan, 

retorika, Indonesia 
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